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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Political dynasties are prevalent in the political atmosphere of the
Philippines, with members of the same families often occupying political
positions either simultaneously or sequentially. Defined as the consolidation
and continuation of political power by members of the same family, these
dynasties are categorized into two types: “thin” dynasties, where family
members follow one another in office, and “fat” dynasties, where multiple
family members hold office at the same time.

Dynastic families currently dominate much of the political power in the
Philippines, controlling 113 of the country’s 149 cities. The previous May
2025 elections indicate the continuation of this trend, with many incumbent
politicians from these families either seeking reelection or positioning
relatives to take over their roles. Dynastic political interests have increasingly
hijacked the party-list system, originally designed to represent marginalized
groups.

Although the Philippine Constitution explicitly prohibits political dynasties,
the continued absence of a specific law to enforce this provision has severely
limited its effectiveness. Several legislative proposals aimed at curbing
dynastic politics have not progressed beyond committee-level evaluation,
which is expected as many legislators themselves belong to influential
political families. Historically, these families have successfully used
economic resources, political patronage, and limited electoral competition to
maintain their hold on power.

The prevalence of political dynasties raises serious concerns about
governance, democracy, economic equality, and corruption. Dynastic
politics often correlates with higher poverty rates and reduced economic
development, as family-oriented leadership tends to favor elite interests and
maintain control over economic resources, and thus encourage rent-seeking
and corruption.

Effectively addressing these issues requires a multifaceted strategy that
includes passing anti-political dynasty legislation, electoral reforms, stricter
campaign finance regulations, and greater transparency in governance.
Reducing the influence of political dynasties demands not only legal
reforms but also fostering a culture of merit-based politics, enhancing



voter awareness, and empowering independent civil society groups and
media outlets. However, we must support these initiatives with data-driven
strategies. Modern analytical techniques, such as network analysis, machine
learning, observational studies, natural language processing, text mining, and
time-series analysis, offer powerful tools to better understand and address
the impact of political dynasties. These techniques can assist policymakers
in designing precise interventions to promote fair political competition and
strengthen democratic processes.

INTRODUCTION

Political dynasty is a salient feature of the electoral politics in many
electoral democracies such as the Philippines. A political dynasty is defined
as “the concentration, consolidation, or perpetuation of political powers
by persons related to one another” (Senate Bill No. 264). It is the situation
where two or more members of the same family (within the second degree of
consanguinity or affinity) hold elective positions or where a family member
succeeds another in the same position in at least two elections. Scholars
categorize political dynasties into two main types (Querubin 2016). A thin
dynasty is when family members are elected sequentially. Fat dynasties on
the other hand, occur when multiple family members hold various positions
simultaneously. Research indicates that the prevalence of fat dynasties
correlates with higher poverty rates (Mendoza et al. 2016), suggesting a
negative impact on socio-economic development.

Dynasties rule 113 out of 149 Philippine cities, according to reports (Latoza
et al. 2025). In the previous May 2025 elections, 80 city mayors from these
dynasties are seeking reelection, while 27 others are positioning relatives
to succeed them. Among the 82 provincial governors, 71 (approximately
87 percent) are members of political families. Of these, 47 are running for
reelection, and 19 outgoing governors have relatives vying to replace them.
The party-list system, designed to represent marginalized sectors, has also
been infiltrated by political dynasties. During the 19th congress, at least one
nominee belongs to a political family, and in the May 2025 elections at least
78 out of the 156 party-list organizations also belong to political families.
The preceding data highlight just how deep political dynasties are woven
into the fabric of Philippine politics. Concerns about nepotism, corruption,
and unequal representation continue to grow, as do worries about how these
entrenched family networks affect the overall quality of governance and
social fairness.



Although the 1987 Constitution includes a clear directive—specifically in
Article II, Section 26—that the State must ensure equal access to public
service and prevent the rise of political dynasties “as may be defined by law,”
that mandate remains unfulfilled. No law has ever been passed to enforce
it. Over the years, lawmakers have introduced bills designed to bring this
constitutional promise to life, aiming to reduce the hold that a few powerful
families have on the political system. However, those efforts have repeatedly
stalled, leaving the issue unresolved and the path toward more inclusive
governance still uncertain. The absence of enabling legislation has rendered
this provision largely ineffective.

This discussion paper outlines the history of political dynasties in the
Philippines, examines their impacts, reviews previous efforts to enact an
anti-political dynasty law, and provides policy recommendations, including
how data science can assist in policymaking to limit political dynasties in the
Philippines.

BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE

The continued dominance of political dynasties in the Philippines is deeply
rooted in both history and long-standing institutional structures. This pattern
dates back to the Spanish colonial period, when a class of local elites—
known as the principalia—was given control over economic resources and
political authority. Over time, this early concentration of power laid the
groundwork for the rise of influential families who would continue to shape
the country’s political landscape for generations. This system allowed certain
families to consolidate wealth and influence, setting the stage for enduring
political dominance. During the American colonial period, suffrage rights
and government positions were restricted to Americans and members of the
principalia, further reinforcing the power structure and enabling established
families to take root and thrive within the new system.

Passing an anti-political dynasty bill would promote a more inclusive
and competitive political system by preventing the monopolization of
elected offices by a single family. Proponents argue that such a measure
would enhance democratic participation, reduce corruption, and improve
governance outcomes (Senate Bill No. 548). Studies have shown that political
dynasties not only contribute to the concentration of power, but also lead to
inefficient governance, as they prioritize familial interests over the broader
public good.



Political dynasties continue to flourish largely because of the country’s fragile
political party system, loose campaign finance rules, and a long-standing
reliance on patronage. Influential families have been able to maintain their
grip on leadership due to the absence of strong laws regulating the transfer
of political power. This has made it incredibly difficult for fresh voices and
independent candidates to break into the political arena, leaving the playing
field heavily tilted in favor of those with established names and networks.

PERCEPTION OF LEADERSHIP AND POLITICAL
DYNASTY

Leadership perception plays a critical role in the spread of political dynasties
around the globe. Many cultures associate effective leadership with
established family names or prominent political lineages, reinforcing the
idea that certain families naturally possess leadership abilities.

Political dynasties tend to emerge and thrive in contexts where voters see
a family’s historical reputation and continued political involvement as
indicators of leadership skill. This tendency is especially strong in societies
that highly value collective identity or deeply respect familial heritage. Voters
in these societies often interpret the presence of multiple family members in
politics as a sign of stability, reliability, and strong governance capabilities.
On the assumption that they inherit valuable experience, influential
connections, and political know-how, voters frequently prefer candidates
from political families.

Media coverage frequently supports and amplifies these views, emphasizing
family relationships among political figures. Media narratives often present
dynastic candidates as inherently credible due to their family backgrounds,
creating an ongoing perception of legitimacy tied specifically to their familial
identity rather than their individual accomplishments.

Nevertheless, linking leadership capacity solely to family lineage negatively
affects democratic systems by narrowing political competition, encouraging
nepotism, and potentially increasing corruption. When voters prioritize
family connections over individual merit, it can hinder the introduction
of innovative political ideas, reduce accountability in governance, and
exacerbate economic and social inequalities.



To shift this mindset, societies need to actively promote merit-based
assessments of political candidates, emphasizing transparency, individual
qualifications, and issue-oriented politics rather than family reputation.
Effective educational programs and impartial media coverage are essential
tools in reshaping how voters perceive leadership, helping them make
choices based on competence, accountability, and democratic values. These
changes can significantly diminish the influence and persistence of political
dynasties.

THE IMPACT OF POLITICAL DYNASTIES

Political dynasties affect governance and democracy in different ways,
depending on the region. In some cases, they may provide a sense of political
stability and continuity, especially in countries where institutions are still
developing. While these family-based power structures are frequently
criticized for perpetuating inequality and entrenching influence, they also
present certain advantages and may elicit positive socioeconomic outcomes.
These benefits provide a more nuanced view of why political dynasties
continue to endure and why many Filipino communities continue to support
them. A notable advantage of political dynasties is longer-term reforms.
In areas where political turnover tends to disrupt local initiatives, political
dynasties often provide the stable leadership necessary for consistent
progress. Multiple political terms are more likely to sustain policies and
programs. This continuity is particularly valuable in development programs
that require long-term commitment, such as infrastructure projects, poverty
reduction initiatives, and educational reforms. Dynastic governance, rather
than beginning anew with each new leader, can maintain momentum and
guarantee the successful completion of beneficial projects.

In addition, political dynasties often possess accumulated experience and
expertise in governance. This accumulated political capital translates into
more efficient decision-making and quicker mobilization of resources. In
many rural or underdeveloped areas, where access to resources is limited,
the connections and experience of a political family can be instrumental in
bringing in investment, infrastructure, or social services.

Another benefit lies in the trust and familiarity that political dynasties
cultivate among constituents. Voters often associate family names with
reputation, performance, and reliability. When a political family has a history



of providing public services or maintaining peace and order, the sense of
confidence it fosters can encourage strong community support. Societies
that place cultural significance on personal relationships and patron-client
ties may perceive dynastic leaders as more approachable and responsive to
local needs. This familiarity can reduce the uncertainty that comes with new
or unfamiliar candidates and strengthen the bond between officials and the
communities they serve.

Furthermore, political dynasties can play a role in ensuring stability in local
politics. In regions where factions, rivalries, or clan conflicts are prevalent,
a dominant political family can consolidate authority and reduce political
fragmentation. This can lead to more predictable governance with fewer
disruptions caused by intense electoral competition. Stability thus benefits
businesses, investors, and community organizations that rely on consistent
political conditions to operate effectively. However, we must carefully weigh
the benefits of stability against the costs to democratic fairness and inclusive
development.

While political dynasties in the Philippines remain a subject of heated
debate, recognizing their advantages helps explain their persistence in
the country’s political landscape. Continuity in governance, accumulated
experience, familiarity and trust among constituents, political stability,
and well-established networks all contribute to the appeal and perceived
effectiveness of dynastic leadership. Understanding these benefits does not
negate the need for reform or critical examination, but it offers a balanced
perspective on why political dynasties continue to play a significant role in
Philippine society.

On the other hand, the extended dominance of political dynasties often limits
political competition, which can lead to corruption, nepotism, and economic
stagnation.

To curb these negative effects, there is a clear need to strengthen democratic
institutions, improve transparency, and create space for more genuine
political competition. When political power becomes concentrated within
a handful of families, it risks becoming disconnected from the needs of
ordinary people. Legal safeguards and active civil society participation are
essential to ensure that leadership remains open, accountable, and inclusive.



Political dynasties often create obstacles for new and independent candidates.
These families typically have access to vast financial resources and powerful
networks, making it difficult for others to compete on equal footing. This
imbalance weakens democracy by allowing personal or family interests to
outweigh public service, sometimes resulting in stalled reforms or self-serving
policies.

Economically, areas ruled by political dynasties often experience slower
growth and deeper poverty. The focus on preserving family power can sideline
broader development goals, with policies favoring elite groups instead of
promoting widespread progress. As a result, innovation in governance and
policy-making is often left behind.

Social inequality is another troubling consequence. When a few families
control access to power and resources, it becomes harder for others—
especially those from marginalized backgrounds—to acquire opportunities or
have their voices heard. This entrenchment of control can deepen cycles of
poverty and exclusion, making upward mobility even more difficult.

ANTI-POLITICAL DYNASTY BILLS AND
CHALLENGES

Over the years, several anti-political dynasty bills have been brought to
Congress, each one attempting to put limits on how many family members
can hold public office at the same time or follow each other into elected roles.
But despite these efforts, progress has been slow—and resistance remains
strong. Various bills (e.g., Senate Bill No. 49!, Senate Bill No. 548, Senate Bill
No. 2730, House Bill No. 389, and House Bill No. 1157) aiming to define and
regulate political dynasties have been proposed, but none have been enacted
into law. Just recently, Senate Bill No. 1548 and House Bill No. 5905 have been
filed again to prohibit political dynasties.

Notably, the Sangguniang Kabataan Reform Act of 2016 (Section 10 of
Republic Act no. 10742)? includes an anti-dynasty provision, marking a rare

1 https://legacy.senate.gov.ph/lisdata/3024627075!.pdf

2 https://elibrary.judiciary.gov.ph/thebookshelf/showdocs/2/66304



instance of legislative action against dynastic politics at the youth council
level. Unfortunately, this legislative effort has not been translated to other
elective positions, commonly impeded by lawmakers who themselves belong
to political families. As of October 2024, political dynasties hold 80 percent of
district seats in the House of Representatives, according to one estimate. It is
challenging to expect them to pass laws that would limit their influence. This
lack of political will, combined with their dependence on well-established

family networks to win elections, has made real reform incredibly difficult.

Some opponents of the bill argue that it could violate people’s constitutional
right to run for public office. But legal experts argue that it is actually a way
to create fairer elections, giving space to capable leaders who may not have
the benefit of a political surname. They say regulating dynasties is not about
taking rights away but about making the system more balanced for everyone.

A challenge in passing any meaningful anti-dynasty legislation is the
country’s long-standing culture of political patronage. Many voters still
support dynastic politicians because of loyalty, personal connections, or
direct benefits like financial help or community support. These families use
their power not just to govern but to strengthen their grip on elections—
generation after generation.

In poorer areas, this dynamic is even more pronounced. People often rely on
political families for jobs, access to services, or even basic necessities. That
kind of dependence makes it difficult for new or independent candidates to
break through, no matter how qualified they might be. In the end, the cycle
of dynastic politics continues, not just because of those in power, but because

many communities have few alternatives.

DATA SCIENCE TECHNIQUES FOR
COMBATING POLITICAL DYNASTIES

A data science approach to studying political dynasties offers a powerful way
to understand how these family-based power structures operate and what
effects they have on governance and society. By applying systematic methods,
researchers can uncover patterns, predict trends, and gather solid evidence
to help shape policy decisions. This kind of analysis can guide everything
from electoral reforms to the creation of anti-dynasty laws and targeted social

or economic programs.



By integrating these data-driven methodologies, data science can play a
critical role in understanding, predicting, and mitigating the impacts of
political dynasties, thereby promoting informed policy and more equitable
governance. Some of the research questions can be addressed by data
science, such as

m  Which regions are most susceptible to dynastic politics, and why?

m  What socioeconomic conditions correlate most strongly with dynastic
rule?

L] Do political dynasties significantly influence public spending,
corruption, or economic growth?

] Can electoral reforms be optimized based on predictive modeling to
minimize dynastic power?

It is essential to gather data from a range of sources. Political data, such as
past election results, candidate backgrounds, party affiliations, and time spent
in office, provides a foundation. Another valuable resource is genealogical
information, which helps map out family ties between politicians and
identify which families qualify as dynasties. Socioeconomic and regional
data—covering things such as poverty levels, local income, education rates,
and corruption indexes—can also help measure the real-world influence
these dynasties have on the communities they govern.

Once all the necessary information is collected, it needs to be cleaned
and organized. That means resolving inconsistencies, especially in family
records and election histories, and ensuring everything is standardized so
it can be compared across different regions and sources. Pulling data from
government archives, electoral commissions, and independent organizations
helps build a more complete picture, but integrating it properly is key to
producing meaningful insights.

With a clean and organized dataset, researchers can begin exploring
information through various statistical techniques and visualizations. Tools
like heatmaps, choropleth maps, timelines, and network diagrams can bring
dynastic patterns to life, showing how political families are distributed across
the country and how long they’ve held influence. When paired with social and
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economic indicators—like those suggested by Rada (2015)—these visuals can
highlight the relationships between dynastic power and issues like inequality,
access to education, or regional development.

For even greater impact, these visualizations® can be presented through
interactive dashboards using platforms like Tableau or Power BI. This makes
it easier for both policymakers and the public to grasp the findings. Adding
clear narratives and visual storytelling elements also helps communicate the
deeper implications of the data and the reforms it suggests.

Basic statistical summaries can also help quantify just how widespread
political dynasties are, especially when broken down by region or level of
government. The following sections explore in more detail the specific data
science techniques that can be applied to better understand and evaluate the
role of political dynasties in the country.

Network Analysis

One of the most effective ways to study political dynasties is through network
analysis (Borgatti et al. 2009). This allows researchers to map out and visually
understand how politicians and powerful families are connected. It sheds
light on how influence flows through these relationships and reveals the
structure behind the political power that often stays within a handful of
families.

The process begins by collecting detailed background information on
politicians—the offices they have held, how long they have been in power,
their political affiliations, family connections, and any known alliances. Once
this data is gathered, it needs to be organized in the following way: each
person is treated as a “node,” and the relationships between them—whether
they are family ties, political partnerships, or even business dealings—are
represented as “edges” or lines connecting the nodes.

3 https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/19955734/?utm_source=embed&utm_
campaign=visualisation/19955734
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m  Figure 1. Network of dynastic families in Maguindanao (lifted from Acuna et al. 2025)

From there, a network graph is built. These visualizations may be created
using open-source software platforms such as Gephi* and Cytoscape® or
Python packages such as NetworkX®, which make it easier to spot patterns.
They show which individuals or families are central to the network and which
ones form tightly knit groups that wield a lot of influence.

Once the network is mapped out, researchers use various statistical measures
to better understand who holds power and how they maintain it. For example,
degree centrality (number of connections) helps pinpoint individuals with the
most direct ties to others. Betweenness centrality (control over information
flow) identifies those who act as intermediaries—key players who link
different parts of the network.

Beyond mapping influence, network analysis can also help detect clusters
of political families that dominate entire communities or regions. Methods

4 https://gephi.org/
5 https://cytoscape.org/

6 https://networkx.org/en/
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such as the Louvain or Girvan-Newman algorithms are especially useful for
identifying these tightly bonded dynastic groups that have maintained control
across generations.

Network analysis can also support predictive analysis. By looking at historical
patterns and how different nodes shift over time, researchers can anticipate
which individuals or families are likely to rise in influence. These insights can
help inform proactive policymaking, whether it is designing fairer electoral
systems or drafting laws curbing dynastic power.

Practically speaking, network analysis can reveal power structures and make
them visible to the public. Citizens can better understand who holds power
and its distribution through clear, visual representations of political networks.
Policymakers can also use these insights to craft more focused reforms that
stop political families before they become deeply entrenched.

However, using network analysis effectively needs care and responsibility.
The data must be accurate, complete, and unbiased. Moreover, researchers
must be mindful of ethical concerns, especially when it comes to personal
privacy. It is also crucial to remember that just because a connection exists
in a network does not mean there is a direct cause-and-effect relationship.
Interpretation should always be thoughtful and context-driven.

In countries such as the Philippines—where dynasties have long shaped
political life—network analysis has already proven useful. By mapping
the connections of well-known families in Maguindanao, Lanao del Sur,
Catanduanes, Bulacan, and Cebu, researchers and advocates have gained a
clearer picture of how political power is inherited and consolidated (Acuna
et al. 2025). These insights have become valuable tools in the push for
democratic reform and greater inclusivity in governance.

Machine Learning

Machine learning can open up new ways to better understand and address
the influence of political dynasties (Grimmer et al. 2021). With its ability to
detect trends, predict outcomes, and assess impact, this technique offers
a powerful, data driven approach to tackling one of the most persistent
challenges in Philippine politics.
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Visual tools like charts and heatmaps simplify the process of identifying
trends and selecting features for the models. From there, different machine
learning algorithms come into play. Techniques such as logistic regression,
decision trees, and neural networks can help predict dynastic candidates
and how they can thrive. These predictions often rely on factors such
as incumbency, education, wealth, campaign spending, and regional
demographics.

Unsupervised methods, such as clustering and dimensionality reduction
techniques, take a different approach by uncovering hidden patterns without
a target variable or outcome. These techniques are especially advantageous
for identifying shared characteristics of areas where dynastic politics are
most deeply rooted.

To make the models easier to understand, tools such as SHAP (Shapley Additive
exPlanations) and LIME (Local Interpretable Model-agnostic Explanations)
allow researchers to explain how the models make decisions—a research
area called Explainable Machine Learning (XML). This level of transparency
is key for adoption with policymakers, journalists, and the public. When
stakeholders understand why a model is making certain predictions, they are
more likely to act on the results.

Insights from machine learning can directly support the fight against political
dynasties. They help pinpoint areas that need urgent policy intervention,
guide electoral reforms, support public education campaigns, and even
help build systems that keep track of dynastic influence over time. As new
data becomes available, these models can be updated and refined, allowing
decision-makers to stay ahead of emerging trends.

That said, applying machine learning to politics comes with responsibilities.
Protecting personal data, avoiding algorithmic bias, and staying grounded in
ethical practices are all crucial. It is also vital to clarify a model's limits so
people know what the results mean. When used carefully and responsibly, it
has the potential to reshape how we understand political dynasties, support
stronger democratic systems, and push for a more level playing field in public
leadership.

14



Observational study

An observational study is a useful way to explore how political dynasties
affect government performance, society, and the economy. By taking a closer
look at the results of dynastic leadership, researchers can determine whether
these family-run power structures help or hinder development, depending on
the context in which they operate.

One of the most common uses of observation studies is to examine how
dynasties influence the economic and social well-being of a region.
Researchers often compare areas led by political families with those
governed by leaders who are not part of a dynasty. These comparisons focus
on indicators such as poverty levels, economic growth, job opportunities,
education, and access to healthcare. The goal is to identify whether dynastic
leadership tends to result in slower development, misused public funds,
or reduced investment in essential services, especially when compared to
regions that enjoy more inclusive and competitive political environments.
For example, causal models such as difference-in-differences or matching
techniques help measure the effects of dynastic governance on welfare
growth (Wiryawan et al. 2025). These types of studies provide solid, data-
backed arguments for reform.

This type of analysis also sheds light on the quality of governance. It looks
at things like how transparent local governments are, how effectively they
deliver public services, and how accountable they are to the people. The
findings can reveal whether dynastic politicians rely on patronage systems to
stay in power—often at the expense of effective governance—or whether, in
some cases, they help maintain stability due to their long-standing presence
and familiarity with local systems.

Another important insight from observational studies is how dynasties
perpetuate political violence. By using regression designs, analysts were able
to relate the persistence of political dynasties to political violence (Mendoza
et al. 2022). This study showed that the concentration of power within a few
families may provoke political violence.

Additionally, researchers use observation studies to explore how dynasties

shape policy decisions. By comparing how funds are allocated and which
projects get prioritized under dynastic versus non-dynastic leadership, they

15



can uncover patterns of favoritism or elite-serving policies. These findings are
important for guiding policy reforms that aim to reduce bias and encourage
fairer distribution of public resources.

Another area where observation study proves valuable is in understanding
social inequality. It helps uncover whether political dynasties deepen divides
in society by limiting access to resources and opportunities for those outside
their inner circles. By shining a light on these disparities, the research
provides civil society and policymakers a stronger foundation for advocating
reforms that promote fairness and inclusion.

Yet, there are still challenges. In many areas, data can be difficult to come by,
especially where recordkeeping is weak or transparency is lacking. It is also
not always straightforward to link outcomes directly to dynastic rule, since
many other factors are at play. Researchers must be cautious and ethical in
how they collect and use data, being mindful of privacy and potential biases.

In the end, an observational study tells an analysis about how political
dynasties shape everyday life and the direction of a country. With careful
research and thoughtful interpretation, it becomes a powerful tool for those
who want to make governance more accountable, democratic, and inclusive.

Text mining and Natural Language Processing (NLP)

More sophisticated tools that deal with text, such as natural language
processing (NLP) and text mining, are becoming increasingly useful in
understanding political dynamics. These technologies can be used to dig
into campaign speeches, media reports, and public statements to uncover
the messaging strategies that political dynasties rely on to stay in power
and shape public perception. Techniques such as sentiment analysis, topic
modeling (including methods such as Latent Dirichlet Allocation or more
modern transformer-based models), and discourse analysis make it possible
to identify recurring themes and emotional tones in political messaging. By
applying these tools, researchers and policymakers can gain more profound
insight into how dynastic politicians craft their narratives, connect with
voters, and maintain their influence over time.

16



Time Series Analysis

Time series analysis offers a structured approach in studying political
dynasties by examining patterns, trends, and impacts over time, thus giving
researchers useful information about their dynamics and consequences.
Moreover, when paired with network analysis, a dynamic or temporal
analysis of political networks further enriches understanding by showing
how dynastic power evolves over time, revealing periods of consolidation,
expansion, or weakening of political families.

Studying political dynasties over time can reveal a lot about how they rise,
evolve, and sometimes fade. By tracking election data across decades,
researchers are able to identify patterns—periods when political families
gained ground, held their positions, or lost influence. These shifts often line
up with bigger social, economic, or political changes in the country.

To make sense of these patterns and even predict what might happen next,
analysts use tools such as autoregressive models or exponential smoothing.
These models help forecast whether certain families are likely to tighten their
grip on power or start to lose their footing. These insights can be especially
useful for decision-makers and advocacy groups looking to design policies
that encourage fairer political competition.

When new laws or reforms are introduced—say, a policy designed to curb
dynastic influence—time series analysis can show whether they have made a
difference. Researchers can tell if dynastic politicians are really declining by
looking at trends before and after such interventions.

This method also sheds light on how dynastic leadership affects poverty
levels, economic growth, and corruption. Techniques like cross-correlation
or vector autoregression (VAR) models help reveal whether the presence of
political families in office has a measurable impact on these broader societal
outcomes.

Political dynasties do not always follow a linear trajectory. Election cycles or
major political events often trigger their rise and fall. Spotting these cycles
can help advocates and policymakers act at the right moments to push for
change. Structural shifts—like constitutional amendments or anti-corruption
campaigns—can dramatically alter the landscape, and time series analysis
helps pinpoint when and why these changes occur.
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When applied thoughtfully, this approach can equip policymakers,
researchers, and reform advocates with the tools they need to anticipate
trends, measure the impact of policies, and guide efforts to build a more
balanced and democratic political system.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS AND ALTERNATIVES

Enacting a law that restricts political dynasties can potentially change
Philippine politics. Such a law would need to clearly spell out what constitutes
a political dynasty and include rules that prevent family members from
holding or swapping elected positions one after another, or even at the same
time.

Another option would be to require “cooling-off” periods between terms for
close relatives who want to run for the same or similar offices. This would
provide equal opportunities for other candidates and potentially break the
cycle of inherited power. The length of cooling off could be determined by
data science techniques.

Still, passing a single law would not be enough. Breaking the hold of political
families will also require the strict enforcement of existing laws, which include
limits on campaign spending and prohibition of vote-buying (Batas Pambansa
Blg. 881; Republic Act No. 7166). Strengthening election commissions so they
can enforce the rules without political pressure is also crucial.

Civic education also has a major role to play. Teaching people about the value
of transparency, fairness, and choosing leaders based on merit can spark
interest in politics among younger generations and underrepresented groups.
If more people understood the consequences of voting along family lines, it
might shift the culture toward valuing competence over lineage. Widespread
voter education campaigns can help people better understand how dynastic
politics often hold back progress. Encouraging grassroots engagement and
making civic education part of the school system could empower citizens to
choose candidates based on merit, not legacy.

Independent media and civil society also need support. These groups act
as watchdogs, exposing abuses of power and calling attention to the ways
political families maintain their control. Protecting journalists and activists
who investigate corruption is crucial for keeping political elites accountable.
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Political parties themselves also need to evolve. Parties should be encouraged—
or even required—to choose candidates based on qualifications, not on family
background. Moving the focus away from individual personalities and toward
platforms and party-based systems can make elections more about ideas and
less about name recognition.

Making all of this happen will take more than one policy or one election
cycle. It requires ongoing commitment from the government, civil society,
and citizens alike. If done right, it could shift the country toward a political
culture where leadership is earned, not inherited, and where governance is
driven by ideas and accountability rather than bloodlines.

CONCLUSION

In the Philippines, one of the most urgent and difficult reforms is passing a
law that would finally enforce the constitutional ban on political dynasties.
Despite the idea aligning with the country's democratic ideals, previous
attempts to implement such legislation have often encountered obstacles.
Ironically, it is the same political families the bill aims to regulate who hold
the power to block it. If passed, the law would be a major milestone toward
a more democratic system—one where everyone, not just a privileged few,
has a fair shot at public service. It would help guard against the dangers of
concentrated power.

Real political reform goes beyond just writing new laws. It also means
building strong, independent institutions, nurturing political parties that
support qualified candidates, and generating data-driven insights for fairer
electoral systems and effective governance. Without concrete data and the
ensuing analysis, it is difficult to evaluate reforms, and the public would be
easily swayed by misinformation. This situation fosters the perpetuation of
political dynasties, hindering the ascent of new leaders and the perception of
genuine change among voters.

The health of Philippine democracy hinges on whether the country can break
free from systems that favor the powerful and keep others out. Data science
can provide the needed analysis for each stage of the policymaking process
for passing an anti-political dynasty law, thereby strengthening its form and
content. Finally, we must make deeper changes that aim for fairness, healthy
competition, and leadership based on ability, not bloodline. If those changes
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do not happen, dynastic rule will remain a major roadblock to progress,
weakening the country’s democratic foundations and shutting out the next
generation of leaders.
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